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What is the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme?
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is a rigorous academic enrichment program, recommended for students
who want to challenge themselves with content requiring robust critical/analytical skills, open-mindedness, risk-taking, and
intellectual curiosity. The program’s broad-based internationally-minded curriculum fosters students’ personal, intellectual,
emotional, and social growth, aiming at developing compassionate, knowledgeable, and responsible global citizens.

The IB curriculum is represented by the circle, with the
six groups on the outside and the core subjects in the
middle.

IB Diploma Requirements
1.

Students must choose one subject from each of the six groups:
a. Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature (English)
b. Group 2: Language Acquisition (French, Japanese, Spanish, German)
c. Group 3: Individuals and Societies (History)
d. Group 4: Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
e. Group 5: Mathematics (Mathematics, Mathematical Studies)
f. Group 6: Students may choose either an Arts subject from Group 6 (Visual Arts, Drama or Music) or a second subject
from groups 2 or 4.

Note: From the groups above, students must complete a minimum of 3 courses (max of 4) at the Higher Level (HL). English and History
must be taken as HL, and students have the option of Biology or Physics as the other HL option. The other groups must be taken at
Standard Level (SL).
2.

Successful diploma candidates must also complete the following:
a. Theory of Knowledge 25 & 35
b. Extended Essay
c. Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS) in Grades 11 and 12

Higher Level Subjects at Harry Ainlay:

Standard Level Subjects:

• English

• French, Japanese, Spanish, German

• History

• Mathematics or Mathematical Studies

• Biology

• Chemistry, Physics

• Physics

• Theatre Arts, Visual Art

What does Harry Ainlay pre-IB mean?

All students wishing to take IB at Harry Ainlay MUST be enrolled in a full pre-IB (pIB) program in their
Grade 10 year.
To prospective IB candidates, Harry Ainlay requires pre-IB courses designed specifically to prepare students to meet the demands
of the IB curriculum when they enroll in the International Baccalaureate programme in Grades 11 and 12. The Harry Ainlay pre-IB
program is not a construct of the International Baccalaureate Organization: it covers the Alberta Education High School Curriculum.
However, the pre-IB courses differ from regular academic courses in two ways:
•

Enriched content, targeting the development of critical analytical thinking, and a broad range of academic literacy skills;
and

•

Comprehensive coverage of concepts.

Grade 10 is a transitional year. Students are expected to adjust to the high school demands for self -discipline, accountability, and
independent learning. The pre-IB courses focus on training students to meet deadlines, to take responsibility for their own learning,
and to participate actively in the learning experiences designed for them.
REQUIRED COURSES for Grade 10 pre-IB registration:
1) English 10-1 pIB
2) Social 10-1 pIB
3) Math 10C pIB
4) Math 20-1 pIB
5) Science 10 pIB
6) ONE Second language
a. French 10-9Y pIB
b. German 10-3Y pIB
c. Japanese 10-3Y pIB
d. Spanish 10-3Y pIB or Spanish 10-6y pIB
7) PE/Calm Combo
OPTIONAL IB COURSES for Grade 10 pre-IB registration:
1) Art 10 pIB
2) Drama 10 pIB
3) Another second language

Please note: Harry Ainlay pre-IB students are assessed on the Alberta High School Curriculum.
Grade 11 and 12 Candidacy Options
1) The IB Diploma Programme (DP) (Full IB student) requires students to complete a full program of IB courses.
OR
2) The IB Diploma Course Route (Partial IB student) allows students to select individual IB courses to complement their regular
program. (minimum of 2 courses)

How are the courses marked?
At the completion of each pIB and IB courses in grade 10, 11 and 12, students will receive a final grade based on Alberta Curriculum
requirements. Upon successful completion of the complete IB course in grade 12, students will also receive a mark out of 7 from IB. IB
marks are based on Internal Assessments (example: Scientific investigation, Language Orals, Essays, etc.) and External Assessments
(example: IB exams in May).
At the end of grade 12, students will complete a course with both an Alberta mark and an IB mark.

What are the advantages of taking the Harry Ainlay pre-IB and IB Diploma Program?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A wide selection of IB courses that offer pre-university preparation
A rich toolkit of learning strategies and effective communication skills
High social, aesthetic, and cultural literacy
Dynamic classroom environment, individual instruction, and dedicated teachers
Learning how to make informed educational choices
Gaining advanced placement and transfer credits at most universities
Opportunities to develop self-confidence
Learning to maintain a healthy, balanced lifestyle
If students choose to take the Full IB programme, and they are successful, they will have TWO diplomas: an Alberta
Diploma and an International Baccalaureate Diploma

What are the challenges of the Harry Ainlay IB Diploma Program?
•
•
•

A demanding curriculum
Non-negotiable IB deadlines
Self-discipline and self-motivation to do academic work

What type of learner does the IB Program attract?
All pre-IB and IB students must demonstrate that they are self-motivated, adept at time management, and responsible for their
own learning. Their preparedness to enroll in the IB program is assessed against the set of attributes described in the IB Learner
Profile.
•
•
•
•
•

Inquirers
Knowledgeable
Thinkers
Communicators
Principled

•
•
•
•
•

Open-Minded
Caring
Risk-takers
Balanced
Reflective

If you have questions, please contact Harry Ainlay’s IB Coordinator
Dean Zuberbuhler at Dean.Zuberbuhler@epsb.ca or 780-413-2700
More general information about the IB Diploma Programme can be found on the
IBO website: http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/
or information about Harry Ainlay’s program
can be found at www.ainlay.ca/IB

